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THE 


SECOND REPORT 


Of the CoMmiss10NERs for the Taking, 


Examining, and Stating the Publick, 
Accompts, &c. 


OUR Commiſſioners here humbly pre- 
ſent a State of the Receipts and Iſſues of 
er Majeſty's Exchequer, from the Feaſt 
of St · Michael, 1710, to the Feaſt of St. 
Aichasl, 1711, taken from the Returns made to 
them by the ſeveral Officers concerned in the Ma- 
nagement of the Publick Revenue; to which they 
beg leave to add their Obſervations on ſome Mat- 


ters of Fact, that have appeared to them in the Pro- 


ſecution of their Enquiries. | 

They do not preſume to urge any Reaſons for 
their not having made a greater Progreſs, becauſe 
they humbly bope the Houſe will believe their ut- 
moſt Application hath not been wanting. But they 
take Liberty to repeat what they formerly mentio- 
ned, that the 2 of the Army (which 
is the greateſt Branch of the publick Expence) are 
not yet delivered to them; tho, as they are aſſu- 
red by the Pay- maſter of the Forces abroad, all 


Diſpatch is uſed in preparing thaſe Accompts; and 


your Commiſſioners cannot 2 enguire 1 
£ 1 the 


-{[4) 


the Miſmanagements of the Army which they have 
in view, till thoſe Accompts are compleatly brought 
before them, and till they ſhall have compared the 
ſeveral Facts with the particular Articles relating to 
them; for it is from thence they will be able to 
draw the beſt and trueſt Obſervations, and to form 
the juſteſt and moſt exact Repreſentations. 


Your Commiſſioners conceive it not improper to 


begin this Report with the Revenue of Scorlaud, be- 
cauſe ſome Facts of Conſequence, and in their Opi- 
nion highly deſerving the Conſideration of the 
Houſe, have occurred to them in the Examination 
thereof. | | | 


But before they offer their Obſervations, they 


muſt take notice of a very material Circumſtance 
relating to this Revenue; which is, that they can- 
not find any Commiſſion for conſtituting Lords Com- 
miſſioners of the Treaſury there, from the time of 
her Majeſty's Acceſſion to the Throne, till after the 
Union, the laſt Commiſſion before the Union bear- 
ing date the 3cthof January, 1696. ES 

By an Act of Parliament paſs'd in Scorland, Octo- 
ber the 9th, 1696, it is amongſt other things enact- 
ed, That no Commiſſion Civil or Military ſhall 
A become void by the Death of the King, but that 
the ſame ſhall continue in force the ſpace of ſix 
Months, unleſs recall'd by the next Succeſſor. 

On the Death of King Villiam, a Proclamation 
was iſſued, by which all Officers Civil and Military, 
were authorized and required to act in all things 
conform to the laſt Commithons and Inſtructions 
they had from his late Majeſty, till new Commiſ- 
ſions from the Queen could be prepared, and fent 
down to them. 

Some time after this, new Commiſſions were ſent 
down, appointing all the Officers Civil and Mili- 
tary in Scat land, except only thoſe for the Treaſu- 
ry, for which no Commiſſion was granted by her 
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Majeſty till the 23d of June, 1707. But we muſt 
obſerve, that by the Uſage of Scotland, when any 
Alteration is made in the Treaſury, tis not Cone 
by renewing the Commithon as here in England, 
but by a Letter from the Crown. And her Majeſty 
was pleaſed to make ſo many Alterations, that the 
major part of the Commiſſioners was changed, with- 
in the time of her Acceſſion to the Throne, and 


that of the Union, by Letters in the Form ftollow- 


ing. 


2.50 2 we have reſol ved to appoint A B. to 


be one of the Commiilioners of our Treaſu- 
* ry, Theſe are therefore to authorize and require you 
* to admit and receive him as one of your Num- 
ber; hereby giving and granting to him the {ame 
* Power and Authority, with all Privileges and 
© Immunities whatſoever, that are or have been 
* competent to any other Commitlioner of Treaſu- 
* ry, and declaring theſe Preſents to be for his Ad- 
* miſſion, of as full Force, Strength and Effect, as 
* if he had been nominated and appointed in and 
** by our Commiſſion granted to you under our 
* Great Seal, where anent we have thought fit to 


% diſpence. | 


From whence tis obſervable, that the whole 
Publick Revenue of Scotland, was for ſome time 
left without any legal Direction or Government. 
For the Commiſſion of King Villium could be con- 


tinued by vertue of the Act of Parliament, no lon- 


ger in force than ſix Months, nor by the Proclama- 
tion, any longer than till her Majeſty's ſigning 


the firſt Letter, after the Expiration of the ſix 


Months: For the words, As if be bad been nomina- 


red and appointed in and by our Commiſſion granted to 


you under our great Seal, ſeem to determine the 


Effect of that Proclamation, and ſuppoſe a Commiſ- 
| A 3 ſion 
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ſion graiited by her Majeſty, But allowing the 
firſt Letter was not a total Repeal of King William's 
Commiſſion, and only a Repeal in part; yet it 
muſt be admitted, that as ſoon as her Majeſty had 
added a Majority of new Commiſſioners, or ſo many 
as being joined with the leſſer Number of the old, 
would make a Majority, then the old Commiſſion 
was ſuperſeded, and the Treaſury under a new (if 
any) Adminiſtration. 5 

Now your Commiſſioners are humbly of Opi- 
nion, that theſe Letters referring to a Patent which 
was never in being, wanted a Foundation, and 
cou d by no Conſtruction of Law ever have any O- 
peration or Effect, and that thoſe who under Colour 
of them were admitted into the Treaſury, have 
acted without Authority. 

But we preſume not to argue how far their Pro- 
ceedings may be thought illegal, or whether her 
Majeſty may be ſaid to have been deceived by this 
Neglect or Miſmanagement, or how extenſive the 
Miſchiefs have already been, or may hereafter be 
to Scotland, or how far it will involve the People 

there, who have been concerned in Contracts, Lea- 
ſes, Purchaſes, or otherwiſe with the Treaſury. 

But certain it is, that the Publick hath been ren- 
dred liable to many Inconveniences, and her Maje- 
ſty muſt have been deceived when ſhe order'd Loans 
from the Treaſury of England to the Treaſury of 
Scotland, particularly that of Twenty thouſand 
Pounds in the Year 1706. For the Treaſury of 
Scotland not being then (as we obſerve) rightly 
conſtituted, could neither give Security for Money 
lent, nor legally make Repayment of it. 

Your Commiſſioners therefore with great Sub- 
miſſion, propoſe it to the Houſe, whether this De- 
fe& will not want the Aſſiſtance of the Legiſlature, 
or whether the preſent Proceedings of the Court of 


Exche · 
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Exchequer in Scotland, relating to any Miſmanage» 


ments of the Revenue there during this Sufpenſion 
of the Commiſſion and Legal Power of the Trea- 
ſury, are not void, and conſequently whether the 
Judgments grounded upon them will not be'found 
ineffectual. | | 46} 8 
But having humbly mentioned this Circumſtance 
of the Treaſury of Scotland, we will proceed to the 
Revenue, and begin with an Account of the Loan of 
20,000 J. in the Year 1706, as it appears to us in 
the manner, and by the Exidence following. 
We having ground to believe that . 
Sums of publick Money had been ſent from England 
to Scotland, when the Act of Union was under 
Conſideration in the Parliament there, enquired 
into the Reaſons of it, and underſtanding that Sir 
David Nairne had been concerned in the Receipt 
and Remittance of 20,000), we examined him on 
Oath, and he declared to the Effect following. 
That in the Year 1706, he received the Sum of 
20,000 l. at two ſeveral Payments, 10,000 J. on the 
"17th of October, and 10,000 l. more on the 26th of 
November following, for which he gave two Receipts 
to Sidney Earl of Godolphin, then Lord Treaſurer of 
Eneland. | Lt 
That this Money was lent, as he declared, by her 
| Majeſty to the Treaſury of Scotland, upon a Repre- 
ſentation from the Duke of Queenſberry, Earl of Sea- 
Feld, Earl of Marr, Earl of Loudoun, and Earl of —— 4 
gow; that there were Deficiences in the Civil Liſt, 
and upon their Promiſe that it ſhould be repaid, 
which he thinks was accordingly done. out of the 
Equivalent Money: That he' was empowered by a 
| Letter from the Lords of the Treaſury in Scorland, 
to receive that Money here, and to give a Receipt 
for it, which he accordingly did, and by their Di- 
rection remitted it to the Earl of Glaſgow at Edin- 
burgh, but knows nothing _—_ of the — 
| 4 2 
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of it, has heard only that it was paid to the. Lord 
Twedale, and other of the Queen's Servants. 


Your Commiſſioners appreheading it may be ex- 


pected from them to produce the Authorities, on 
which they form'd their Repreſentation of this 
Fact, will inſert the ſeveral Letters and Depoſi- 
tions concerning it at large, which will give the 
Houſe a more diſtinct and ſatisfactory View, than 
2 General Narrative can poſſibly do. 


A Copy of a Letter to the Earl if Godolhin, 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
( 
ce 
cc 
dc 
ec 
cc 
cc 
ce 
& 
cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 
46 


Lord High Treaſurer of England, front the 
Duke of Queenſberry, ec. delivered on Oaib 


by Sir David Nairne. 


My Loxp, „ „5 

* We are convinc'd that what her Majeſty by 
her Royal Letter to her Treafury here has pro- 
miſed to advance, for defraying the neceſſary 
Charges of the Government, and paying ſome 
part of the Debts of the Civil Liſt, is ſo needful, 
that the Government could not ſubſiſt without 
it, all the Funds of the Civil Liſt being ſo far 
pre- engaged, as did plainly appear to her Maje- 
ſty before granting of the Letter, neither do we 
think that there can be any reaſonable Objection 
to the doing of it; but becauſe Oppoſers will do 
every thing in their Power to obſtruct the Union, 
and might probably make ſome Noiſe if the Let- 
ter were read in Treaſury, before the meeting 
of the Parliament, and before the Treaty is well 
receiv'd: We think it therefore neceſſary for her 
Majeſty's Service, for ſome time to delay the 
making uſe of the Letter, and have thought it 
more fit to repreſent this to your Lordſhip, and 


to deſire that in the mean time, Ten thouſand 


Pounds may be paid in to Sir David Nairne upon 
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© his Receipt to your Lordſhip, whereof the ſaid 


cc 
0 
6c 
cc 
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cc 
cc 


cc 


* Sir David is to retain 45001. upon my Lord Com- 


miſſioner's Accompt, which Sum his Grace my 
Lord Commiſſioner is to allow in his Equipage 
and daily Allowance, and for the remaining 
5500 J. the ſaid Sir David is to give an Obliga- 
tion to your Lordſhip, to remit the ſame to the 
Farl of Glaſgow, who hath given us Obligation to 
diſburſe the ſaid Sum by her Majeſty's Order, or 
Acts of the Treaſury of Scotland, fo ſoon as the 
ſame.comes to his Hands. And the {aid Sir Da- 


_ vid's Receipt and Obligation in the Terms above- 


mentioned, ſhall oblige us to procure to your 
Lordſhip from the Treaſury of Scotland, a Re- 
ceipt in the terms of her Majeſty's Letter for 
the ſaid ten thouſand Pounds, in a ſhort time, 
when it may be more ſeaſonable and convenient 
for her Majeſty's Service to preſent it : We ear- 


neſtly intreat your Lordſhip to grant this our 


Deſire, being fo neceſſary for her Majeſty's Ser- 
vice, and we are 


My Loxp, 
Edinburgh, Tour Lordſhip's 
28 Sep. 1706. 
mew Moſt Obedient and 
* Moſt Humble Servants, 
| QUEENSBERRY, 
b | SEAFIELD, 
Sie ſubſcribitur MARE, 


Loupou. 
GLASGOW. 


Another 
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Another Letter, to the Earl of Godolphin, from the 


ſame Lords, deliver'd likewiſe on Oath by Sir Da- 


vid Nairne. 
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pointed, which may prove of bad Conſequence; 


Mx Loxp, 


* Your Lordſhip having complied with what de 
. ur —_ 4 — . 82 
r Majeſty's Service, we no 5 
ſelves obliged to deſire that the zel or and — 
agreed to be lent to the Treaſury of Scotland, — 
ing 10,000 J. be likewiſe remitted as ſoon as 5 | 
ſible; we have been obliged to give Promiſes > ; 
veral Perſons for a conſiderable part of thei ok 
rears, and without this Sum they will bo difup- 
we all agree in this, that it i 
make uſe of her Majeſty's 85 — 22 0 A 
ry here, or to have it known that her Majeſty 
lends any Mony to her Treaſury ,,. but — 
we ſhall, in the ſafeſt and beſt Methods 2dviſ: 
in what manner, what her Maxeſty > 
her Letter, may be moſt effeQually done — 
in the mean time no Money to be remitted "ſhall 
be employed , but for the Commiſſioners dal 
1 = Pa - og of the Salary of 2 
rvants, and for a Paymen 
the other Debts upan the Civil Li, — — 


©® jeſty's Acceſſion to the Crown : We deſire that 
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your Lordſhip may pay in the Mon 
vid Nairne , and take his Receipt for — = 
together with his Obligation, to remit the M N 
ney to the Earl of Glaſgow Lord Treaſurer De. 
put; and we hereby declare that his Recei t 
and Obligation , together with this Letter ſhall 
be effectual for the Ends propoſed in her Maje- 
10 ſt I 
Icy s 


Cad } 
4 ſty's Letter to the Treaſury here, we are with 
great Reſpect, | 


My Loxp, 


Edinburgh, Tour Lordſbip's moſt Humble, 
11 Nov, 1706, © | 


and moſt Obedient Servants, 


| QUEENSBERRY, 
f SEAFIELD, 
Mars, 
Loupo n, 
GLASGOW. 


Purſuant to theſe Letters the 20,000 J. lent by 
her Mazeſty to Scotland, was paid, as appears by two 
Receipts from Sir David Nairne to the Earl .of Go- 
dolpbin, each for the Sum of 10,000 J. Copies where 
of atteſted, as alſo on Oath by Sir David, are in the 
Form following. : 

« I do acknowledge to have received from the 
“% Right Honourable Sduey Lord Godolphin, Lord 
High Treaſurer of England, the Sum. of ten thau- 
“ ſand Pounds for the Uſes, in the foregoigg Letter, 
“ mentioned; And I do hereby oblige my ſelf to 
“ retain the ſame, as is therein directed, (to wit) 
« 4500 J. thereof upon my Lord Commiſſioner, his 
« Grace the Duke of Queensberry's Account, which 
“ Som his Grace is to allow on his Equipage and 
daily Allowance, and the remaining 5500 l. to 
<* the Earl of Glaſgow, to be diſburſed by her Ma- 
4 jeſty's Orders or Acts of the Treaſury of Scat land, 
« as the ſaid Letter imports. Witneſs my Hand this 
517 Day of October 1066. . 
. Dav Nai8NE. 
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LI acknowledge to have received from the moſt 

* Honourable Sidney Lord Godolphin, Lord High 
“ Treaſurer of England, the Sum of ten thouſand 
e Pounds for the Uſes, in the foregoing Letter, men- 
* tioned; And I do hereby oblige my ſelf to remit 
de the ſame to the Earl of Glaſgow, as is therein di- 
« rected. Witneſs my Hand this 26 Day of No. 


vember 1706 Years. OO 
| David NAIRNE. 


All which 1s confirmed by the Earl of Glaſgow, 
who in return to a Precept of your Commilhoners, 
after giving a particular Account of the diſtributing 
of the 20,000 J. in Scotland, declares on Oath (to 
uſe his own Words) that it conſiſted with his own 
proper Knowledge. that 1 2,325 J. were paid back af- 
ter the Union to the Earl of Godolphin, then Lord 
Treaſurer. | 

But your Commiſſioners finding no mention of the 
Receipt of this Sum of 1 2,325 J. or of the other re- 
maing part of the 20,00c J. in the Certificates or 
Books of the Exchequer, were unwilling to make 
any Repreſentation of the Fact, till they had given 
the Earl of Godoipbin an opportunity of declaring 
what he knew of this Loan to Scotland, and on 
ſome Queſtions propoſed to his Lordſhip relating 
thereunto, he made the underwritten Depoſition. 

The Right Honourable the Earl of Godolphin be- 
ing ſworn depoſeth, That he had the Queen's 
„Commands in the Year 1706 or thereabouts, when 
* the Kingdoms of England and Scotland were ſepa- 
* rate, to lend to the Treaſury of Scotland the Sum 
&* (as he thinks) of 20,000 J. that he cannot recol- 
ect whether any part of it was ref aid, but that 
© he underſtood it was to be employed for her Ma- 
« zeſt y's ſecret Service in Scotland. 


Furat. 23 Feb. 174 L. SGopolrRIN. 
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The Day after this Depoſition was made, his 
Lordſhip tranſmitted the following Letter to your 


Commilſioners. 


GENTLEMEN, | 25 Feb. 1734. 
In purſuance of what I ſaid to you yeſterday, 
at your Board , I have endeavoured to recolle& 

* my ſelf as well as Iam able upon the Subject you 

% mentioned to me, and do believe that 1 2,000 J. or 

* thereabouts was repaid to the Queen by her Ser- 

« vants of Scotland, and to the beſt of my Remem- 

4 brance, they prevailed with her Majeſty not to 

ce require the Remainder of the 20,0001, from them- 

« I am, | | 


cc 


GENTLEMEN, 
Tour moſt Humble Servant, 
GopoLPHIx. 


P. S © When I ſaid Yeſterday that I underſtood 
* this Money was to be made Uſe of for the Queen's 
“ ſecret Service in Scor/and, I only meant, that I 
* thought ſo, but was not certain of it. 


Your Commiſſioners after the Receipt of this Let- 
ter gave the Earl of Godolphin the Trouble of com- 
ing to them a ſecond time, and then his —_— 
was pleaſed to make another Depoſition in theſe 
Terms. | _ 

The Right Honourable the Earl of Godolphin be- 
ing ſworn depoſed, © That the 12,000 J. or therea- 
<* bouts mentioned in his Lordſhip's Letter of the 
4 25" of February 174 to the Commiſſioners of 
* Publick Accompts, and ſaid to be repaid, was not, 


as he remembers, repaid to his Lordſhip, nor _ 
his 
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« his Lordſhip know of any Account of it, nor of 
any Warrant for the Diſpoſal of this particular Sum 
& ſince the Repayment of it to any Perſons what- 
4 ſoever. | 


Jurat. 3. Mar, 174. GoDOLPHIN, 


On a View of the whole Caſe thus ſtated, your 
Commiſſioners humbly offer the following Obſer- 
vations, | Z 

That it is plain by the two Letters from the 
Lords of the Treaſury in Scotland, that this Sum of 
20,000 l. was not advanced to them by way of Se- 
cret Service or as a Gift, but as a Loan on Promiſe 
of Repayment, and Receipts were accordingly given 
for it by their Agent here; but your Commiſſioners 
are at a Loſs to explain ſome 2 
Letters, viz. That Oppoſers to the Union would 
make Noiſe if her Majeſty's Letter was read 


in the Treaſury, that they had been obliged to give 


Promiſes to ſeveral Perſons, and without the Sum 
deſired they would be diſappointed, which might 
— of bad Conſequence, that they would not 


ave it known that her Majeſty lends any Mo- 


ney, &c. | 

Nor will we preſume to gueſs at the Reaſons of 
theſe Inſinuations, but humbly conceive, that if the 
Money had been fairly applyed to the pretended 
Purpoſes , there cou'd have been no juſt Occaſion 
for fo much Caution and Jealouſy. 

But whatever Inducements the Lords of the 
Treaſury in Scotland might have for tranſacting this 
Affair in fo ſecret a manner, we are of Opinion that 
the Perſons employed here by her Majeſty ought 


not to have parted with the Money till her Maje- 


ſty's Letter had been read in the Treaſury of Scor- 


land, 


xpreſſions in theſe 
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wud, and till a proper Security had paſſed there 
Or it. | 1 
Whereas it was paid on the Receipt of a private 
Agent, and at the Requeſt of pribate Perſons, for- 
ſo we muſt take leave to call the noble Lords who 
ſigned theſe two Letters to the Earl of Godolphin, be- 
cauſe they could not ſign them as Lords of the Frea- 
ſury ; for the Earl of Marr was never in this Com- 
miſſion, and the Earl of Londoun had for ſome time 
been removed from it. 
However ſince the Loan was made (as appears 
by the Depoſitions on all Hands) it is to be conſide- 
red whether the Money was ever repaid, and this 
cannot be ſo well underſtood, as by comparing the 
Evidence of the two noble Lords, | 
Firſt then the Earl of Glaſgom depoſes in poſitive 
and exprefs Terms, that 12,325 l. was paid back to 
the Earl of Godblpbin, and in a Letter to your Com- 
'l miſſioners, he affirms that he had already accom- 
pted with the Earl of Godolphin for the Money re- 
' mitted , from the firſt of Hay 1706 to the firſt of 
May 1707, from England to Scotland; which Evi- 
dence muſt be allowed would at leaſt have been 
fafficient to charge the Earl of Godolphin with the 
Article of 1 2,325 l. had it not (in ſome meaſure) 
been contradicted by the Earl of Godolpbiu's firft De- 
poſition , wherein his Lordſhip is fo far from char- 
ging himſelf with the Receipt of that particular 
um, or with paſſing any Accompt with the Earl of 
Glaſgow for the whole, that he could not recollect 
that any part of it was repaid, but ſays that he un- 
derſtood 1t was to be employed for her Majeſty's 
ſecret Service in Scotland, nor 1s this Variation Te- 
conciled in your Commiſſioners humble Opinion ei- 
os by his Lordſhip's Letter or ſubſequent Depo- 
1t10N, 2 | | 
For tho' his Lordſhip recolle&s himſelf in his Let- 
ter, and ſays that he believes, 12,000 4, or _ 
I uts 
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bouts was repaid to the Queen by her Majeſty's 
Servants in Scozland, and, to the beſt of his Re- 
membrance , they prevailed with her Majeſty not 
Þ require the Remainder of the 20,000 J. and that, 
when he ſaid he underſtood the Money was for ſe- 
cret Service in Scotland, he meant, that he thought 
fo, but was not certain of it; yet that does in no 
fort confirm or concur with the Evidence of the 
Earl of Glaſgow ; but this Letter being ſent only 
on a doubtful Recollection; and the Facts contain'd 
in it being offered with ſo much Uncertainty your 
Commiſſioners forbear to make any Concluſions 
from it. 5 1 1 

But the laſt Depoſition ſeems to return to the 
firſt Contradiction of the Earl of Glaſgow's Evidence, 
for notwithſtanding his Lordſhip does there admit 


the Repayment of the 12,000 J. or thereabouts, as 


mentioned in his Letter, he denies it was repaid, as 


 heremembers, to himſelf, and depoſes, that he doth 


not know of any Accompt of it, nor of a Warrant 
for the Diſpoſal of it, ſince the Repayment, to 
any Perſons whatſoever; which is abſolutely incon- 
ſiſtent with what the Earl of Glaſgow mentions 1n 
his Letter concerning his paſſing an Accompt for 
this Money ; beſides the Repayment is ſuppoſed by 
the Earl of Godolphin to be made to the Queen, 
whereas the Earl of Glaſgow (as hath been ſaid) 
charges it poſitively upon the Earl of Godolphin 
himſelf. | 1 
How far theſe Depoſitions and Letters are capa- 
ble of being explained into a Conſiſtency with 
each other, your Commiſſioners muſt leave to 
the Wiſdom and Determination of the Houſe; but 
*tis obvious that there is no where any Pretence of 
2 Repayment of the 7675 l. Remainder of the 
20,000 I. nor any ſatisfactuory Accompt given of the 
12,3 25 1, ſince repaid. Ha | 


been applyed to her Majeſty's Service, your Com- 
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So that no part of the Money appearing to have 
miſſioners are humbly of Opinion that the whole 


remains to be accounted for to her Majeſty; 
As to the Revenue of Scotland, your Commiſſio- 


ners doubt not but the Houſe will be pleaſed 


to conſider that they muſt neceſſarily have met 
with many Difficulties in their Inquiries into the 
Miſmanagement of it by reaſon of the Remoteneſs 
of the Place, where all the Offices and Records re- 
lating to the publick Money are kept, from whence, 


not only Diſcoveries and Informations, but Witneſ- 
ſes, to prove and make good the ſame, muſt be 
brought, and this would have been attended with 
ſo much Trouble and Expence , that ſome Exami- 


nations have been rendred impracticable, which in 


2 Year may be proſecuted with better Ef- 
ect. N | 


Your Commiſſioners therefore humbly hope that 


ſome general Obſervations on. the preſent State of 
the Scorch Revenues will anſwer what is now ex- 


pected from them with Relation to that King- 


Eo | 


By the State of the Crown Rents, exhibited to 
your Commiſſioners from the Barons of the Exche- 
7 it appears that they are ſo. burthened with 

rants, within theſe few Years, and the exorbitant 


Sallaries of the ſeveral Collectors and Stewards, that 
the greateſt, and by much the beſt, part of them 


is exhauſted'; beſides, tis worthy Obſervation, that 


the little which ſtill remains to the Crown very con- 
" ſiderable Arrears are ſuffered to continue in the Vaſ- 
. fals Hands, 8 E 1333 


The Revenues of the Biſhops (which after the 


Subverſion of Epiſcopacy were annext to the Crown) 


are in a worſe State than the other Crown Rents. 


. For 


Ins) 
For there are few ſigned and authentick Rentals 
of the Revenues of the ſaid Biſhopricks to be 
found in the Exchequer, and ſuch as are do differ 
in ſo many particulars from the Charge the ſeve- 
ral Collectors do bring upon themſelves, that there 
appears no certain Rule for making a Charge upon 
the ſaid Collectors, nor to aſcertain the yearly Pro- 
duce of that Revenue. > | 
There can be no Comptrol upon many Articles 
in the Diſcharge of the Collectors Accounts, ſuch as 
Grants to ſeveral Laymen, Univerſities and Preſ- 
byterian Seminaries, and Allocations by virtue of 
the Lords of Seſſions Decrees, for the Augmen- 
tation of Minifters Stipends and Schoolimaſters Sala- 
ries; becauſe the Grants and the Rights of the ſeve- 
ral Grantees are not duly entered in the Records 
of the Exchequer, and the Collectors cannot prevent 
their Payment till theſe Grants and Rights are re- 
corded, and the Validity thereof conſidered: Ma- 
ny of theſe Grantees have entered into Poſſeſſion, 
and raiſe the Rents themſelves or refuſe to pay their 
Tythes. 1 
Under theſe Difficulties it was impoſſible for 
your Commiſſioners, at this time, to ſtate a cer- 
tain Account of the yearly Produce of theſe Re- 
venues, or how and on what Account they are bur- 
thene t. "2 
But, by the beſt Eſtimate we can make, after de- 
ducting the Grants and Allocations claimed and re- 
tamed by the ſeveral Grantees, the Publick Taxes 
and other Allowances craved by the Collectors, the 
whole Revenue of all the Biſhopricks at a Medium 
for ſeveral Years (part of the Rents being paid in 
kind, and cauſing the yearly Produce to vary) a- 
mounts to no more annually to the Queen, than 
600 1. or thereabouts, excluſive of the Revenue of 
the Deanry of the Chapel Royal which is _—_ 
| 2301. 
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230 J. and enjoyed. by Mr. William Carſtaires : 
From which 600 J. above 5001, per Annum hath, 
tor theſe ſeveral Years paſt, been deduced for the Sa- 


laries of two Perſons employed to collect the ſame. 


We have enquired into the Management of the 
Money given by England as an Equivalent to Scor- 
land for ſuch part ot the Scots Cuſtoms and-Exciſe, 
as was applicable, by the Articles of the Union, to 
the Payment of the Engliſh Debts contracted before 
the Union. 1 | - 

And we do obſerve that the firſt Commiſſion, da- 
ted the fifth of June 1707, appointing Commiſſio- 
ners of the Equivalent, conſiſted of twenty five 
Perſons , whereof fixteen were Members of the 
Houſe of Commons, and laſted for two Years ; that 
the Houſe of Commons having addreſſed the Queen 
to reduce the Number of thoſe Corrimiſhoners, be- 
cauſe the greateſt Part of the Equivalent Money 
was iſſued ; a new Commiſhon was appointed, da- 
ted the twenty ſixth of July 1709, confiſting of fif- 
teen Perſons, which ſtill continues. | 

That each Commiſſioner being allowed a yearly 
Salary of 300 l. the Salaries of the firſt Commiſſioners 
amounted to 7500 J. per Annum, and the ſecond to 
4500 l. per Annum, the whole in four Years time be- 
ing 24000 l. — 

From whence it appears, that a great part of the 
Money, that was deſigned for paying the publick 
Debts of Scotland, has been expended, as your Com- 
miſſioners conceive, contrary to the true Intent and 
Meaning of the Articles of the Union, and the ſub- 
ſequent Acts of Parliament relating to this Mo- 
ney. 2 3 
For your Commiſſioners are of Opinion, that the 
receiving and diſtributing of the Equivalent Mo- 
ney was not a Work of ſo intricate a Nature, nor 
attended with ſuch hi "Y and Labour, — 

| | | 2 | 
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that it might have been ſufficiently performed by 
3 much leſs Number of Commiſſioners than were 
appointed in either of the Commiſſions, and there- 
by a large Sum of Money fav'd and applyed for 
Payment of the Publick Debts, many of which re- 
main ſtill unſatisfied, 0 | 
By the fifteenth Article of the Union, it was a- 
" greed , that the yearly Sum of 2000 J. ſhould be 
paid for the ſpace of ſeven Years out of the Equi- 
valent Money for encouraging of the Manufactory 
of coarſe Wooll, the firſt 2000 J. to be paid at Mar- 
. tinmaſs 1707, and the like Sum at each Martinmaſs 
during the ſaid ſeven Years. £26k 

By the ſixteenth Act of the laſt Scorch Parlia- 
ment, Entituled, An Ad concerning the Publick 
Debts, tis provided, that the ſaid Sum of 2000 J. 
13 all be paid previous to the Publick 

ebts. | " f 

By both the aforeſaid Commiſſions the Commiſ- 
ſi5ners are required to apply the Equivalent Money 
in the Terms and after the Manner and the Uſes 
preſcribed by the aforeſaid Articles of the Union and 
Acts of Parliament. | 

Nevertheleſs in the State of the Caſh of the E- 
quivalent exhibited to us by the Commiſſioners 
they charge themſelves with 14000 l. appointed by 
the coarſe Wooll, but in the Diſcharge it does not 
appear that any Sum has been applyed or reſerved 
for that Purpoſe, the whole Sum of 398,085 J. 10 5, 
being iſlted and expended for other Uſes. T 
And we can't but take notice that tho' they 
charge themſelves with the ſaid 398,085 J. 10 6. 
{ſpecifying the particular Uſes to which every Part 
thereof was appropriated z yet in the Diſcharge of 
the ſaid Account, inſtead of applying the ſaid Sum 
to the aforeſaid appropriated Uſes, they ftate 
13,480 J. 5 s. 5 d. as the Salaries of twenty 
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one Commiſſioners from the fifth of Fune 1707, to 


the twenty fifth of July 1709, being two Years 


and one and fiſty Days, and 9000 J. as two Years 
Sallary of the fifteen preſent Commiſſioners, from 
the twenty fifth of July 1709, to the twenty ſixth 
of July 1711, amounting in the whole to 22,480 J. 
5 5:75 d. of which they have receiv'd in Money the 
um of 19,698 J. 18s. 104. 5. and they ſtate the 
remainining 27810. 65, 64.4. as a Balance to 
em | | 
By the Act of the ſixth of the Queen, entituled, 
An At for the farther Payment of the Equivalent , 


each Commiſſioner of the Equivalent is allowed a 
-yearly Sallary of 300 l. but it is exprefly provided 
that the ſame ſhall be paid out of any Sum of Mo- 


ney, other than the Sum of 398, 085 J. 107. the 
firſt Equivalent Money that have or ſhall become 


due to Scotland by way of Equivolent. 
From which we humbly conceive the Commiſ- 


ſtoners have no Right to demand and ſtate the ſaid 
Sum of 22, 480 J. 5 6. 5 d. out of the ſaid Sum of 


398,085 J. 10 4. paid to them. . 
The Commiſſioners by the State of the Caſh 
have overpaid the Sum of 2781 /. 6 5s. 6d. 5. where- 
as we humbly conceive, that if they be compelled 
to account in the Terms of the Articles of the U- 
nion, Acts of Parliament, and their own Commiſ- 
ſion, there doth remain in their Hands the Sum of 
19,698 J. 18s. 10d. 4. detained by them tor the 
Payment of their Sallaries, and for which they are 
acconntable. | , We 
The Cuſtoms of Scotland before the Union were 
lett in Leaſe by the Lords of the Freafury-there, 
and your Commiſſioners having reaſon to believe 
that the Farmers thereof were guilty of many 1lle- 


Bal Practices highly prejudicial to Trade; and 


er Majeſty's Revenue ariſing from the Cuſtoms be- 
| | B 3 fore 


a 
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fore and fince the Union, have made ſame Enqui- 
ries into that Affair. But the ſame being a Matter 
of great Conſequence, very intricate, and aitended 
with many Difhculties, your Commiſſioners beg 
leave to poſtpone a particular Report thereof, till 
my ſhall be better prepared to ſet it in a true 
ight. hs | 
Your Commiſſioners being informed, that the 
Commiſſioners appointed by an Act of the ſixth 


Lear of Her Majeſty's Reign, entituled, An 48 


for paying the Debentures of Fiſh and Fleſh. cured: 
with * Salt imported before the Li ion, and aſ- 
certaining the Price of foreign Salt remaining in Scot- 
land, had not applyed all the Money given by the 
faid Act to the Uſes therein mentioned, and parti- 
cularly, that they had made ſeveral Deductions 
from the ſaid Debentures. and Price of Salt allow- . 
ed by Law, did require the ſaid Commiliioners to 
exhibit a State of their Accompts; in which it did 


not appear that they had made any Deductions 


whatſoever; the full Value of the Debentures, and 
Price of the Salt deliver'd over to the Queen's Uſe 
being ſtated in their Diſcharge. 1 
But having examined on Oath Mr. Gilbert Srew- 
art, one of the ſaid Commiſſioners, he depoſed the 
Sum of 2780 J. 85. 14. was proportionably dedu- 
cted from the ſaid Debentures and Price of Salt, on 
account of Charges in obtaining of the Act of Par- 
liament, for paying the ſaid Debentures and Salt. 
That this was done by the Conſent of almoſt all 
the Proprietors, who by a Deed under their Hands 
did appoint a Committee of their own Number, to 
ſtate and allow ſuch Deductions on this Accompt as 
they ſhould think reaſonable. Which Committee 
did agree to the {aid Sum of 2780 J. 8s. i d. and 
directed the Payment thereof in the manner and tp 
the Perſons mentioned in an Act ſigned by them, 
4 5 3 , , 5 4 E. 0 ; an : 
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and exhibited on Oath to your Commiſſioners by the 
ſaid Mr. Gilbert Stewart. | 

By Article in this Accompt, the Sum of 195 /. is 
Rated as paid to William Cockran, Eſq; on the ac- 
count of his Charges in obtaining the Act of Parlia- 
ment for paying the ſaid Debentures and Salt. 

And the ſaid Mr, Stewart did on Oath acquaint 
the Commiſſioners, That Mr. Cockray was concer- 
ned in Trade with the ſaid Stewart and others, 
who gave a Commiſſion to Mr. Cockran to go to 
London, and diſpoſe of a Quantity of Goods they 
had ſent thither, and did promiſe to pay him what 
Charges and Expences he ſhould be at on that Ac- 
count. That afterwards when Mr. Cockran returned 
from London, he charged and claimed in his Ac- . 
compt 300 J. as his Expences, which Mr Stewart 
and his Partners allow'd him with this Proviſo, 
That he ſhould pay to them whatever Sum ſhould 
be given him as a Gratuity from the Proprietors of 
the Salt and Debentures, on account of his Services 
in ohtaining the ſaid Act. That accordingly when 
the ſaid 195 J. allotted to Mr. Cockran was paid, he 
gave his Receipt for it. But the ſaid Sewart re- 
tained the Money, and afterwards divided it be- 
twixt himſelf and Partners. in Trade, conformable 
to the above-mentioned Agreement with Mr. Cock- 
ran. 

Your Commiſſioners having humbly given their 
Thoughts on ſome Miſmanagements in the Pub- 
lick Revenues of Scotland, will now proceed to 
ſuch Obſervations as have occurred to them in pur- 
ſuing the Accompts of that of England. 

Firſt, We have endeavoured to examine into the 
Reaſon how ſo large Sums of Publick Money re- 
miin ſtill unaccounted for by the Perſons intruſted 
with it; and we conceive this proceeds from the 
neglect of thoſe in iſſuing Proceſs. For in ſome Ca- 
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ſes, Proceſs hath never been iſſued; in others where 


it hath been iſſued, the Returns were generally Ni- 
chils, or of very ſmall Iſſues, even where the Ac- 


comptants were poſſeſſed of conſiderable Eſtates in 
Land, and other valuable Effects. 


\ 


And there hath not been only a negle& of iſſu- 


ing Proceſs againſt Accomptants, but Warrants have 


been often granted from the Treaſury, to ftop the 
Execution thereof when iſſued. - Where Accompts 
have been many Years depending, and where there 
was reaſon to ſuſpect the Circumſtances of the Ac- 


comptants, which grounded upon better Pretences 


than any yct appear to your Commiſſioners, muſt 
be an Imputation of Miſmanagement. | 
Some Attempts have been made of late towards 


curing this Evil, for a Capias ad Computandum, 


which is the moſt effectual Proceſs of the Excbe- 
quer, and which hath for many Years been diſuſed, 
is now revived, and an Office appointed to iſſue it 
againſt the Perſons of the Accomptants, where a 
Diſtringas is not ſufficient. This hath been done 
with {© god Effect, that Accompts of Money, im- 
preſted many Years paſt, have been lately deliver'd 
to the Auditors. | | | 


Many Inſtances of what is here aſſerted, have 
appeared to your Commiiſſioners, in Certificates de. 
liver! on Oath by the proper Officers, ſome of 


which we humbly lay before you. .. 
No Proceſs was ever, iſſued againſt Mr. Virfeld, 

Pay-Maſter of the Marines, notwithſtanding his 

Accompts for 1706 were but lately paſſed, © 


Proceſs hath iſſued againſt Mr, Povey, late Trea- 


% 


turned. . = ' * 
Froceſs iſſued againſt the Lord Falkland and his 
Executors, hath been frequently ſtopt by Warra: ts 


from the Treaſury, tho' his Accompt ending tlie 
tourih. 


ſurer of the Sick and Wounded, but no Iſſue re- 


©2932 
fourth of April 1689, were not laid before the Au- 
ditors till the twenty ſixth of June 1711. 

Proceſs againſt Mr. Papillon, for his Victualling 
Accompt, ending the thirty firſt of December 1699, 
hath been reſpited more than twenty times by like 
Warrants, notwithſtanding his Accompts for that 
time were not exhibited to the Auditors till the 
fourteenth of November, 1709, and are not yet 
paſled. 2 | | 
Proceſs againſt Mr. Atkinſon» and Mr. Roop for 
their Accompts whilſt they were Caſhiers, as well 
as Commiſſioners of Tranſports, has been many 
times ſtopt by Warrants from the Treaſury. Their 
Accompts ending the ſeventeenth of March 1703, 
were deliver'd ta the Auditors but on the fourth of 
April 1711. 5 5 

We find likewiſe Proceſs againſt Mr. Maſon, late 
Treaſurer of the Tranſports, ſtopped by Warrant 
from the Earl of Godolphin, dated the twenty third 


of March 1709, after he had been diſmiſs'd from 


that Office for imbezling the Publick Money. 
Proceſs againſt Villiam Hubbald, Eſq; for his Ac- 


compts to the eighth of April 1693, as Pay-Maſter 
of the Train in Ireland, has been ſeveral times ftop- 
ped in like manner, and are yet unpaſled. % 
- But as the neglect of paſſing Accompts, according 
to the Rules and Methods of the Exchequer , has 
been a great Detriment and Loſs to the Publick, 
ſo it hath been a great Prejudice that many Ac- 
compts have been paſſed by Privy Seals, and in an 
extraordinary and irregular manner. For on per- 
uſing and examining ſome of them, we find that they 
have not been deſired ſo much to ſupply the want 


of Form, (the only colourable Pretence for allowing 


them) as to juſtify unreaſonable and extravagant 

Payments, ſuch as are directly contrary to the Rules 

of the Navy; not warranted by the K 
p % . \ 3 0 
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of the Army, nor grounded on any Treaties or Con- 

ventions with foreign Princes. 

In the Privy Seals granted or craved, and for 
which Warrants are obtained by the Pay-Maſter of 
the Army, ſeveral Articles are included, which as 
far as we are capable of judging ought not to have 
been allowed. | 5 

As in particular for ſecret Service which had no 
Relation to the Army. | ES 

For paying the foreign Forces in Britiſb Pay, ac- 
cording to the Eſtabliſhment, without Muſter-Rolls, 
which your Commiſſioners are of opinion was one 
great Reaſon that no Care was taken to keep the 
Corps complete. | | 

For allowing Contingencies and Extraordinaries 
according to the Durch Secretaries Certificates 
without tarther Vouchers. | 

For Payments to the Electors of Treves and Co- 
logn not referring to or grounded on any Treaty. 

In a Privy Seal for paſſing the Accompts of Paul 
Aſetbuen, Eſq; Son of Fobn Methuen, Eſq; we find 
the following extraordinary Payments allowed. 

I. The Charge of embarking one and diſembark- 

ing another Dutch Regiment. Le | 

2. Three thonſand Mill Reis on a Bill drawn 
by the Prince of Heſſe on Monſieur Schonenburgb 
the Dutch r which being refuſed by 
him was paid as is ſet forth in the Privy Seal by 
the {aid Mr. Aſetbuen, for the Honour of that Prince 
and there declared it ought to be repaid by the 
States General. 

3. One thouſand eight hundred fifty four Mill 
Reis expended in Preſents given to the Emperor 
of Morocco, in maintaining his Ambaſſador. 

4. Thirty five thouſand five hundred ninety five 
Mill Reis for the ſubſiſting, cloathing, and ar- 
ming of Spaniards, For the Payment of which we 

5 | - do 


7 


I 

do not find he had any Authority but the King of 
Spain's Order. | 

5. One thouſand one hundred and twenty five 
Mill Reis for Freight of the King of Spain's 
Coaches and Horſes, and Powder, prefented to him 
by the King of Porrugal. | | 

In the Accompt delivered to us by Mr. Aſerbuen, 
he charges 7635 Mill Reis, as paid on Accompt 
of the Spaniards before mentioned, which was not 
included in the Privy Seal, and owns that for ſe- 
veral Articles allowed in that Privy Seal, no Vou- 
chers could be produced. 5 
There are great Sums due on Bonds for her Maje- 
ſty's Cuſtoms, which has occaſioned a conſiderable 
Loſs to the Government; the Merchants from whom 
they were. taken, being many of them with their 
Securities become inſolvent. This Loſs we appre- 
hend might in ſome meaſure have been prevented, 
had the Bonds been put in Suit, as they ought to 


have been, immediately after they became due, 
and not continued fo long in the Remembrancer's 


Hands without Proſecution; or had Care been ta- 


ken not to have ſuffered the Merchants to have en- 


ter d into new Bonds, before they had diſcharged 
the Principal and Intereſt on their former Bonds, 
according to the Inſtructions of the Commuihoners 
of Cuſtoms to their Officers. 


| 3: 
The Bonds remaining unpaid 


in the Hands of Jobs Bridges, Eſq; : 
Sollicitor of the Cuſtoms, 25 De. (72729 17 c. 
cember 1711, amount to 


'  Whereof 13051/. oo 5s. 4 d. 4. was due on Bonds 
before the Year 1700, | | 


Part 


2 Part of theſe Bonds in the Solli- 


mas 1699, to Chriſtmas 1711, 
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1 


citors Hands, are the Bonds of ſuch | 3 
Merchants as are become inſolvent, 59041 09 0375 
and amount to 


heſides which there remained) 
Bonds in her Majeſty's Remem- 
brancer's Office at Chriſtmas 1699, 


47074 14 00; 
amounting to Ts 


And deliver'd ſince that, to * 
Chriſtmas 1711, $ 17297 „ 


— 


64282 03 IL 


| Whereof diſcharged Gran Cbriſt. wk 2s oe 


Remain in her Majeſty's Re- | 
anembrancer's Hands, at Chriftmas 85 035 07 05% 


Kt, Bonds unpaid, amounting to 


Nor can we omit taking notice of the Compoſi- 
tions made within the time of our Enquiry by the 


"Treaſury for ſeveral great Sums, as by the Particu- 


lars * 
Sums compounded by the Treaſury a 
s, dl. 
Receivers of publick Taxes 68426 02 do 
Revenue of Exciſe — 11374 14 082 


Salt — — 166216 ò Ol 064 


Cuſtoms „ „ eee — — 441 60 14 095 


—Bv — 


140177 13 G 


Sums 


E289 3 5 


' Sams to be paid by the Compounders. = 
„ 7 1 
Receivers of . Taxes 16198 11 oIp 
Revenue af; Exciſe 85 ———_— n, 
Salt ĩĩĩͤ1ĩäé56ru,ꝗ7ega;Äũn— 2396 19 104 
Cuſtoms — — 
- ; 27677 15 7 
Sum paid by the Compounder, 
:& © 
Receivers of Publick Taxes I 0763 04 O09 
Revenue of Excife———— —— 544 01 11 
Salt — — 2381 19 10+ 
Cuſtoms — — — — 8538 02 02 os 


— 


22227 O9 oo 7 


By y theſe Compoſiti tions the publick has loſt 
1124990. 17s. 74.5. ſuppoſing the whole Sum 
compounded for were paid into the Exchequer , but 
as there has been only 22227 J. og oo d. . paid, 
the Loſs to the Publick on this Head may be com- 
puted at 117950]. 035, 11.4.5. | 


Of the Money iſſued for the Tranſport Service; 
there has been paid 121,125 l. 17. 6 d. +. to Mr. 
Atkrnſor and Mr. Roop, who from 6 Feby. 1701, to 


23 June 1704, tranſacted the whole Buſineſs of _ 
this Office,, on the Examination of whoſe Ac- 


compts, we humbly offer the following Obferva- 
tions. 


That notirifhiftanding they are entruſted with 


the Diſpoſition of ſo * Sums, no Security was 


ever taken or demanded, either for the _—_ 
1 - 


— 


he —ę—U — 2 


o 
« - 8 
- - - — —_—_ - 
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Diſcharge of their Truſt, or the due anſwering the 
Sums iſſued to them. , 

That they never received any Inſtructions, by 
which they ſhould guide themſelves in the Exect- 
tion of their Office, but being left at liberty to 
make their Payments in what manner they plea- 
ſed, they neither numbred their Bills, nor paid 
them in courſe, according to the Method of the 
_ Office, and as they have been of late obliged 
—— ] 1 | 

That they being no otherwiſe conſtituted than 
by a Minute of the Treafury, -and being them- 
ſelves Caſhiers of the Money appointed for that 


Service, we humbly conceive they were not veſted 


with ſufficient Authority to make any Payments, 
or warrant their Proceedings in the Management 
of that Affair. In which Opinion we are confir- 
med by the Patent bearing date the 15th of Auguſt, 
1710, which we obſerve not only appointed them 


to act as Commiſſioners of Tranſports for the tu- 


ture, but has a Retroſpect to their Proceedings 
before in the Performance of that Service, which 
are therein confirmed and made valid. 8 

That on the 22 June 1704, when Mr. Nutin was 
appointed Treaſurer of the Tranſports, there was a 
Balance in their Hands of the Sum of 6386 J. 15. 


' 54.4. out of which they have paid to ſeveral Per- 


ſons 3483 J. 65. 10 d. but kept the Remainder till 
the 7th of December 1710, at which time they 

paid to Mr. Micklewaite the preſent Treaſurer , 
2429 J. oog. 44.5. and ſtill retain 473 J. 145, 
o2 d. . on pretence of defraying the Charge of paſ- 
ſing their Accompts. In excuſe of their ſo long de- 


taining the Sum lately paid to Mr. Micklewaite , 


they alledge that they knew Mr. Nutin and Mr. 
Aaſon to be Men of fuck Circumſtances and Chara- 
| BE, | 5 CTekers, 


. JO Ss 
| Qters, as could not ſafely be entruſted with Publick 
Money. | 


We have nothing farther to obſerve on the 


Accompts of Mr. Atkinſon and Mr. Roop, but that 
they diſcharge themſelves by Payments on Bills 


and otherwiſe, of the Sum of 120,652 J. 3 5s. 4 d. 
whereof they have paid on Impreſts, 11,5237. 1 5. 
6 d. and that for theſe Payments, they have laid 
ſome Accompts before the Auditors, but have paſ- 
ſed as yet an Accompt for one Year only, not- 
withſtanding it is now more than ſeven Years ſince 
any Money has been iſſued to them. 

Mr. Nutin was appointed Treaſurer of the Tran- 
ſports on the twenty ſecond of June 1704, and 
though he received whilſt in that Employment, 
108, 118 J. 164. 10 d. . he gave a Security of 20007. 
only; he continued in this Office till January 1705, 


about which time he was diſmiſſed for embezling 


the Publick Money. Mr. Nutin is not to be found, 
being by Order of the late Lord Treaſurer diſ- 
charged out of Priſon; ſo that we can ſay nothing 
farther in relation to his Accompts, except that 


thoſe for one Year have been laid before the Au- 


ditors, but have not been proſecuted: Mr. Nutin 
having miſapplied the Publick Money, and it be- 
ing thought neceſſary to put that Office under a 
better Regulation; the late Lord Treaſurer or- 
dered, that for the future the Money iſſued for that 
Service ſhould be brought by the Treaſurer into 
the Office, to be locked up there, who ſhould alſo 
tranſmit weekly Certificates to the Treaſury , 


ſigned by himſelf, and one of the Commiſſioners ' 


at leaſt. 3 

' Notwithſtanding theſe Orders, and the Com- 

plaints of the Commiſſioners to the late Lord Trea- 

ſurer, and his repeated Directions that they ſhould 

be obſerved, Mr, Maſon, who ſucceeded Mr, Nutin, 
f | on 


— 
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on the eighteenth of January 1705, neglected for 
ſome time to give any Accompt of the Money re- 
ceived, and brought none of it into the Office to 
be locked up, till the eighteenth of January 1706, 
and during the whole time of his continuance iu 
that Office kept ſome of the Publick Money in his 
Hands. In particular, he received at the Exchequer, 
on the ſeventh of November 170), 35,7781. 18 6. 
o9d. and kept the whole Sum in his hands till the 
firft of December following, at which time he 
brought into the Office 30,000 J. in ſpecie, and a 
Bank Receipt for ſeveral Notes of one Newell, a- 
mounting to 5403 J. 1c s. which was afterwards 
returned to Mr, Maſon; Newell failing before the 
Bank received the Money. This was repreſented to 
the Treaſury by the Commiſſioners, in a Letter on 
the ninth of December 1707; notwithſtanding 
which, Mr. Maſon was continued in his Office 
till the fourteenth of 4pril following, and con- 
ſiderable Sums were iſſued to him. He is ac- 
countable for 262,813 J. 19 s. 7 d. of which he 
diſcharges himſelf by Payments of the Sum of 
256,927. 5. 5 d. Wherefore he has paid on Im- 
preſts, 23,668 J. 17 5. 09 d. He has laid ſome Ac- 
compts before the Auditors, but none of them are 
yet paſſed. . . 
Mr. Maſon was ſucceeded by Mr. Micklewazte, 
on the nineteenth of April 1708, between which 
time and the twenty fourth of June 1711, we find 
there has been iſſued to him from the Exchequer, 
476, 341 J. 65. 114.2. and he voluntarily chargeth 
himſelf with the Sum of 4010 J. 75. 2.d. 4. Mr. 
 Micklewaite has laid his Accompts before the Au- 
ditors, to Micbaelmas 1710, which are ready for a 
Declaration. | | 
We will conclude our Remarks on the Manage- 
ment of this Part of the Service, with obſerving 
f i that 
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that though the Commiſſioners have giyen Certifi- 
cates to the Paymaſter of the Forces, of the Number 
of Men ſhipped, that a Deduction might be made 
for the Victuals furniſhed in their Paſſage to Flay- 
ders, and that there ought to have been deducted 
out of the Pay of the Soldiers, more than 13,000 l. 
on that Accomipt, as was repreſented to the Houſe 
laſt Seſſions, yet no part thereof has been paid 
over to that Office. 


Tho- your Commiſſioners are not yet poſſeſſed of 
all the Accompts of the Navy, they think it their 


Duty to repreſent ſome Articles of Payments in 


the Accompts laid before them by Mr. Walpole, 

late Treaſurer of the Navy, which being made at a 

time when that Service was clogged with great 

Debts, feems very extraordinary, and ſuch as they 

1 inconſiſtent with the Rules of the 
avy. 


The firſt Inftance is, a Payment of 2000 J. by 
Mr. Valpoole, to the Earl of Orford, out of Money 
properly applicable to tht Uſe of the Navy, by 
vertue of a Warrant from her Majeſty, bearing 
date the thirteenth of July Th1o, which was given 
to the ſaid Earl as her Majeſty's Royal Bounty. 


4 The other Inſtance is of two Payments, amoun- 
ting to 2 J. 145. 8 d. made alſo by Mr: Wal- 
Poole, to Hen. Preiſtman, Eſq; purſuant to a Warrant 
from her Majeſty, dated the twenty ſeventh of 
July 1710, which directs that 10000 per Aunum 
ſhould be paid during her Pleaſure, out of ſuch Mo- 
neys as then was or ſhould be in Mr. Walpoole's 
Hands, for the Service of the Navy, both which 
are counterſigned, Godolpbin. 


C 


How 
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How prejudicial the Allowance of theſe Articles 
may be to the Publick, we preſume not to affirm, 
but muſt acquaint you, that the Commiſſioners of 
the Navy, whoſe Duty it is to inſpect and ſign the 
Treaſurer's Accompt, ſays, that they never knew 


all Warrants ſhould come from the Lords of the 
Treaſury, or Lords of the Admiralty to them. We 
therefore humbly ſubmit it to the Houſe, whether 
ji theſe Warrants ought to have been anſwered by the 
5 Treaſurer of the Navy, though counterſigned by the 
it Lord Treaſurer. 5 


Navy of four Senior Captains, appointed to act as 
— Commanders in Chief at Chatham, Plymouth, Portſ- 
mouth and Harwich, in the Abſence of Flag - Officers, 
by the Name of Super-Intendants. This new 
Office your Commiſſioners obſerve was erected at 
a time when ſome irregular Promotions had been 
made in the Fleet, and hath occaſioned an Increaſe 
of Charge, without any Advantage to the Ser- 
vice, vix. 8 8 


I. . if 
In the Year 1709 4.05 J—03—Cc4 
In the Year 1710 3954—15—00 


And in the Year 1711 =>—— 4019—15—07 
Here your Cermiſſfioners think it not improper 
appears to them by the Return made from the Na- 
We alſo find by the fame Return, that an Account 


of 


any ſuch Warrants heretofore, and that regularly 


We find an Addition to the Eſtabliſhment of the 


oy 
6 
——̃ͤ —-— 


to mention a Lebt of 115141. 105. 02d. 4, which 


vy Board, to have been many Years due to Eng- 
land, from the States General, for Stores lent,—- 
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of this Debt has been long ſince preſented by the 
Commiſſioners of the Navy to the Lords of the 
Admiralty, but without effect, 


All which is bumbly ſubmitted to the Conſide- 
ration of the Houſe. . 


—_ — — E 


FINIS. 


